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Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks is proposing to renew an existing water right lease on 
Big Creek, atrih~itary to the Yellowstone River near Emigrant. FWP currently leases 10 
cubic feet per second (cfs) and proposes to continue leasing 10 cfs. Big Creek provides 
substantial Yellowstone cutthroat fry recruitment to the Yellowstone River and is vital to 
maintaining Yellowsto~le cutthroat populations. The Future Fisheries Improvement 
Program is proposing to provide 61% of the funding for the water right lease with the 
remainder coming from other FWP sources. 

Montana Environmental Poticv Act 

Montana Fish. Wildlife Kr Parks is required by the Montana Enviroilmentai Policy Act 
(MEPA) to assess significant potential impacts of a proposed action to the human and 
physical environment. In compliance with MEPA, an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
was completed for the proposed project by FWP and released for public comment on 
January 22.2009. 

Public comments on the proposed project were taken through March 4: 2009. Notice of 
the Draft EA was sent to 25 individuals and groups with 3 full copies of the Draft EA 
mailed to individuals and groups requesting them. The Draft EA was posted on the FWP 
webpage: hitn:;/fwr,.n~t.gov/lnublicnotices/ 

Summaw of Public Comment 

Public comments or inquiries were received during the rexiex period. The comments and 
responses are categorized following. 

General Comment in Supporl 
Cornnzent "We are supportive of the intent of the project and wish to see it completed as 
scheduled." 

Response. l'liank you for your comment in  silpport. 

Lease Value Comments 
Comnzent: "Page 1. Item 11. Paragraph 2. We are uncertain as to how this 20 year lease 

interfaces with the Lease currently proposed for renewal. It is difficult to understand how 
a project costing $228,640, over $1 1,000 per year. that results in -"significantly increase 
water demand" and yields a guaranteed 1 cfs of water can be considered beneficial for 
cutthroats. Is the "significantly increase the total water demand" statement in error? If it 
is correct, we would be pleased to learn how changing from, we presume, Rood irrigation 
to gravity sprinkler results in increased water use." 












